JOURNEY FROM SOOR TO ACRE.      Ql
hills themselves were in general steep and barren,
the narrow plain between their base and the
sea was, for the most part, cultivated.
At Ras-el-Ain, where water was always to be
commanded in abundance, we had seen sugar-
canes already from two to three feet above
ground j but here, where they were solely de-
pendant on rain, they were ploughing the ground
for corn, Oxen were yoked in pairs for this
purpose, and the plough was small and of simple
construction, so that it appeared necessary for
two to follow each other in the same furrow, as
they invariably did so. * The husbandman,
holding the plough with one hand by a handle
like that of a walking-crutch, bore in the other
a goad of seven or eight feet in length, armed
with a sharp point of iron at one end, and at
the other with a plate of the same metal shaped
like a calking-chisel. One attendant only was
necessary for each plough, as he who guided it
with one hand spurred the oxen with the point
of the goad, and cleared the earth from the
ploughshare by its spaded heel with the other.
The ground was every where extremely stony,
and there were no inclosures or divisions to mark
the boundaries of possessed or rented property.
* In Syria, they had anciently small ploughs for making
shallow furrows and light work, which are contrasted by Pliny
with the heavy ones of Italy. Nat. Hist. 1. xviii. c. 18,